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Course Description

The term globalization refers to the increased interpenetration of once-national economic, legal, social, and cultural systems. With the aid of faster and better technologies of communication and transportation, people, money, goods, images, and ideas now circulate around the world at lightening speed. We can now play poker with people in China over the internet, watch Japanese game shows on American television, and "skype" with soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. American movies, TV shows, and music circulate around the world, being embraced by some, indigenized by others, and critiqued as "cultural imperialism" by still others. And American culture itself has been "invaded" by influences from without. All of this throws into question our received ideas about national identity and international relations, about who "we" are and how "we" relate to "others." What are we to make of these new conditions? This course is designed to provide opportunities for you to think more deeply about how America has both shaped and been shaped by other societies.   

Assessment for the course will consist of two exams, four brief research assignments, one oral presentation (related to one of the research assignments), and a series of on-line discussion postings.  

Required Texts

Reinhold Wagnleitner and Elaine Tyler May, eds. Here, There, and Everywhere: The Foreign Politics of American Popular Culture (HTE)

Ruth Ozeki, My Year of Meats

A selection of readings available in the “Articles” folder of the D2L. 

Course Policies and Requirements

Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to attend every class and participate actively in class discussions, both real and virtual. 
Excessive absence may result in a failing grade for the course. Absences will be excused only for dire illness and family emergency, both of which must be substantiated by documentation (a Dr's note, a funeral notice, etc.). If you accumulate more than one unexcused absence, you forfeit the right to earn extra-credit points and to have your grade rounded upward if you are on the borderline between grades at the end of the course.

Active participation means: 

· You will have read the materials and completed any writing assignments, including on-line assignments, before you arrive in class. 

· You will bring the day’s reading materials with you to class so that you may refer to them. 

· You will engage with and respond to your peers respectfully during both large and small group discussions and during on-line assignments. 

· You will demonstrate your curiosity and willingness to ask questions, advance comparisons, and make observations about readings and discussions.

Discussion Postings: Over the 15 weeks of this course, you must post 10 brief (100 word) responses to on-line comprehension questions related to the course readings. You may decide which 10 assignments to respond to out of the 15 available, but you will be credited for only one response per week. The questions will be posted in the "DISCUSSION BOARD" section of the Blackboard (http://blackboard.okstate.edu), and your responses should also be posted there. These assignments will always be due before you come to class. Each assignment will be worth ten points, and together they will comprise 10% of your course grade. Students with excellent attendance (1 absence or less) may earn up to 20 extra credit points by posting 2 additional messages (you still may submit only 1 response per week).

Supermarket Exercise: This is a two-part assignment. Part one involves taking a trip to the supermarket and recording the effects of globalization visible there using either a photo essay or a written description. You will be asked to consider how notions of space and place work to influence consumer decisions. Part two will involve developing your analysis of the supermarket by using one or more of the assigned theoretical texts to help you think more deeply about the supermarket as an example of globalization. Each portion of the assignment will be about 2-3 pages in length (4-6 total) and will be worth 100 points. Together they will comprise 20% of your grade. Complete details for both parts can be found in the Assignments section of the D2L. 
Show and Tell Presentation: You will create and deliver a powerpoint presentation that illustrates the influence of globalization on some aspect of American popular culture. Your presentation should include whatever images, audio tracks, or video clips you need to illustrate the phenomenon, and it should provide some history and context to explain the phenomenon to your classmates, who may or may not be familiar with the topic. The presentation will be worth 100 points and will comprise 10% of your grade. See the Assignments folder for full details and the schedule for due date(s). 
Research Project: You will select a topic related to either the global export of US culture or the US import of cultural products/ideas from other nations. You will be asked to analyze this topic in relation to particular set of questions outlined on the assignment sheet. The assignment will be worth 200 points, and will comprise 20% of your course grade. See the Assignments folder for full details and the schedule for due dates. 

Exams: There will be one mid-term and one final exam in this class. The exams will consist of identifications, short-answer responses, and/or essay questions and will cover the course readings, lectures, and discussions in equal measure. Check the course schedule to determine the exam dates. There will be a study guide offered for each exam; it behooves you to use these. Make-up exams will be given only in cases of documented emergency and only if I am notified of said emergency well before the scheduled date and time of the exam. If you contact me after you miss an exam, I will be unable to help you, and you will receive a grade of zero. The exams will be worth 200 points each, and together will comprise 40% of your course grade.

Academic Honesty: All work you turn in for this class must be your own work. Incidents of plagiarism—including failure to cite your sources properly—will result in a failing grade for the assignment. Any more egregious violation (turning in someone else's paper as your own, or copying content from the internet, for example) will result in a failing grade for the course. Consult OSU’s Office of Academic Affairs for more information on the University's new, more stringent Academic Integrity policy.
Grading:

	On-Line Discussion 
	10%
	(100 points)
	A=90-100%

	Supermarket Project
	20%
	(200 points; 100 per portion)
	B=80-89%

	Show and Tell Project
	10%
	(100 points)
	C=70-79%

	Research Project
	20%
	(200 points)
	D=60-69%

	Midterm Exam
	20%
	(200 points)
	F=59% or less

	Final Exam 
	20%
	(200 points)
	

	Total
	100%
	(1000 points)
	


Course Schedule

· Do all assigned reading before you come to class and be prepared to discuss with questions or comments in mind.

· Selections starred with an asterisk can be found in the “Articles” folder of Blackboard.

· Selections that are hyperlinks (bright blue & underlined) can be found by clicking on the link.
	What is Globalization?



	1/12
	Screening: Cappuccino Trail: The Global Economy in a Cup (BBC)



	1/19
	Martin Luther King Day—Class Canceled



	1/26
	Theories of Globalization I: Economic Globalization 

*Thomas Friedman, "The New System" 

*Walter Lafeber, "The Globalization of Michael Jordan"

*George Ritzer, "McDonaldization, An Introduction"

*Pietra Rivoli, "Sure Beats the Farm"

DUE: Investigating the Supermarket, pt. 1 




	2/2
	Theories of Globalization II: Political and Cultural Globalization

*Benjamin Barber, "Jihad v. McWorld" 

*Jan Nederveen Pieterse, "Globalization and Culture: Three Paradigms"

*Walter LaFeber, “Capital versus Culture”

*James Watson, "Transnationalism, Localization, and Fast Foods In East Asia"



	The Transnational Formation of "America"

 

	2/9


	Colonial America as Contact Zone

*Tzvetan Todorov, "Columbus and the Indians" 

*Colin Calloway, "The Kaleidoscope of Early America" 

*Kathleen Brown, "Engendering Racial Differences"

Primary Sources (read only the texts assigned for your group; all are on D2L): 

· Group 1: Christopher Columbus, "Journal," Bartolome de las Casas, "Brief Account" 

· Group 2: John Winthrop, "Modell of Christian Charity," William Bradford, "The Pilgrims Arrive in Plymouth"; John Smith, "Advertisements for the Inexperienced Planters of New England" 
· Group 3: Michel de Montaigne, "On Cannibals"; Samuel de Champlain, "Voyages & Discoveries"; Jesuit Missionaries on Indian Life

· Group 4: Handsome Lake "How America Was Discovered"; Various Indian Perspectives on Europeans; "Indians of the 6 Nations to Wm & Mary College"

Screening: Africans in America, pt. 1 "The Terrible Transformation"

DUE: Investigating the Supermarket, pt. 2 



	2/16


	The Contemporary US as Contact Zone I: Immigration 

*Matthew Frye Jacobson, “Labor Markets” 

*Ralph Linton, "The 100% American"

*Hector Tobar, "In the Land of the New" 

*Dale Russakoff, "U.S. Border Town, 1,200 Miles From The Border" (Washington Post)

*Roxana Hegeman, "Migration to the Prairies" (Tulsa World, 8/12/07)

Screening: clips from Farmingville, Day Without a Mexican 


	2/23
	The Contemporary US as Contact Zone II: Popular Culture

*Sameer Doshi, “Reversing Flows”

*Mireya Navarro,  "Latinos Gain Visibility In Cultural Life of U.S." (NYT)

*George Lipsitz, "The Lion and the Spider" 
Screening: Clips: Kill Bill; Ugly Betty/Yo Soy Betty, La Fea; Brown is the New Green

DUE: Show and Tell Presentations 



	3/2
	Mid-Term Exam

More Show and Tell Presentations

	The US in the World



	3/9
	American “Hard Power”: Economic & Military Imperialism (War of 1898)

*Matthew Frye Jacobson, “Children of Barbarism” 

*Vincent Rafael, “White Love”

Screening: The Crucible of Empire (PBS) 



	3/16
	Spring Break-Class Canceled



	3/23
	American “Soft Power”: Social and Cultural Imperialism, 1900-1940

HTE: John G. Blair, “First Steps Toward Globalization”

HTE: James T. Campbell, “The Americanization of South Africa” 

*Uta Poiger, “American Culture In Weimar Germany” 

*Maria del Carmen Suescan Pozas, “Imperialism in the Visual Arts”



	3/30
	Cultural Diplomacy and the “Americanization” of Europe, 1940-1960: Film

*Walter Wanger, “Donald Duck and Diplomacy”

HTE: Theodore Wilson, “Selling America via the Silver Screen?”

HTE: Giuliana Muscio, “Invasion and Counter-Attack”

*Uta Poiger, “The Wild Ones”

Screening: Clips from One, Two, Three, Hallo Fraulein, Bienvenido Mr. Marshall


	4/6
	Cultural Diplomacy and the “Americanization” of Europe, 1940-1960: Music

HTE: Part III: Rock, Rap, and All That Jazz (read all essays in this section)

Screening: Clips from The Wild One, Blackboard Jungle, Rebel Without a Cause, Die Halbstarke (aka The Hooligans), Berlin Ecke Schonhauser (aka Berlin Schonhauser Corner)
DUE: Draft of Research Project


	4/13
	9/11 and Globalization 

*Robert Bellah, “Seventy-Five Years” 

*George W, Bush, "Address to Joint Session of Congress & Am. People"

*Andrew Bacevich, “We Have the Power, Now How Do We Use It?”

*Paul Cantor, “Un-American Gothic: The Fear of Globalization in Popular Culture”

View Online Before Class (links are also in the Articles Folder on D2L): 

US National Security Strategy, I-V <http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2002/index.html>
Pew Global Attitudes Project <http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?PageID=825 (general), http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=206 (Iraq War), http://pewresearch.org/pubs/987/trickle-down-global-economics(Global Economy)

Andrew Bacevich on “The Limits of Power” Bill Moyers Journal <http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/08152008/watch.html>

Screening: “The Shared Values Initiative”; South Park; 24; Invasion, Threshold


	Understanding Global Complexity


	4/20
	Ruth Ozeki, My Year of Meats 

· Prologue and Chaps. 1-7 (pp. 1-168)

DUE: Final Draft of Research Project



	4/27
	Ruth Ozeki, My Year of Meats 

· Chaps. 8-Epilogue (pp. 169-362)



	5/1
	Final Exam


